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CHESTER-LE-STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Chambers, 

Chester-le-Street. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1957. 

We  must  derive  much  satisfaction  from  several  features  of  the 
Report.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  6.8/1000 — the  lowest 
ever  recorded.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  continued  to  be  Nil — 
this  has  been  the  case  since  1945.  The  number  of  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  was  also  the  smallest  yet  recorded. 
With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  a much  greater  number  were 
notified  because  of  the  measles  epidemic  but  there  were  no  cases 
of  diphtheria  or  of  poliomyelitis. 

The  good  progress  towards  elimination  of  ash  closets  must 
also  cause  satisfaction.  Mr.  McKenna  who  became  Public  Health 
Inspector  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  must  be  given  much  of  the 
credit  for  this  progress. 

Slum  Clearance  has  gone  steadily  ahead  as  has  the  erection  of 
new  houses. 

In  short,  I think  it  could  be  said  that  it  has  been  a satisfactory 
year  from  a public  health  viewpoint. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  continued  support  and  help  and  also  the  various  members 
of  the  Staff  for  their  efforts  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HIGHWAYS  AND  SANITARY  COMMITTEE 

1957 


Councillor  Mrs.  D.  Riddell,  J.P.  {Chairman) 


Coun.  N.  Holyoake 

Coun.  J.  Cummings 

Coun.  R.  Moist 

Coun.  C.  F.  C.  Lawson,  J.P. 

Coun.  E.  Reeve,  J.P. 

Coun.  R.  Porter 

Coun.  H.  C.  Spears 

Coun.  J.  Powney 

Coun.  R.  Coulson 

Coun.  Mrs.  N.  A.  Hearn 

CouN.  G.  Bambrough  Coun.  J.  McGorrigan 


Coun.  J.  Miller 

Coun.  L.  Usher,  J.P. 

Coun.  T.  Vivian 

Coun.  N.  Riddell 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: — 

JOHN  LANGLEY  SIDDLE,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 
(Joint  appointment  with  R.D.C.  and  Durham  C.C.) 


Public  Health  Inspector: — 

GEORGE  C.  BANKS,  m.r.s.i.,  m.i.s.a. 
{retired  January,  1957) 

PHILIP  McKENNA  m.a.p.h.i. 
{commenced  February,  1957) 


A 50  per  cent,  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Rodent  Officer: — 
Disinfectant  Attendant: — 


I EDWIN  J.  ADAMSON 


Clerical  Staff  :—  ELEANOR  JOHNSON. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

1st  April,  1957  — 31st  March,  1958 


Area 

2,647 

Population  estimated  mid  year  1957 

18,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

6,063 

terrace  houses 

2,270 

detached  houses 

177 

semi-detached 

911 

farm  houses  and  cottages  , . 

15 

houses  and  shops  combined 

61 

council  houses 

2,629 

6,063 


Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £158,948 

Estimated  product  of  the  penny  rate  . . . . £629 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1957  was  18,600,  as  compared  with  18,410  for  1956. 


The  figures  below  show  the  population  trend  : — 


Year 

Population 

1947 

17,850 

1948 

18,620 

1949 

18,620 

1950 

18,650 

1951 

18,210 

1952 

18,140 

1953 

18,280 

1954 

18,380 

1955 

18,370 

1956 

18,410 

1957 

18,600 

The  Population  at  the  1951  Census  was  18,538. 


Age  Distribution  at  1951  Census 


0—4 

1,546 

5—14 

2,552 

15—44 

7,944 

45—64 

4,590 

65  and  over 

1,906 

Births 

There  were  293  live  births  during  1957  as  compared  with  287 
in  1956.  The  respective  Birth  Rates  being  15.7  in  1957  and  15.2  in 
1956. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

136 

146 

282 

4 

7 

11 

293 

5 

2 

7 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1957  was  252  compared  with 
186  in  1956.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1957  was  13.5  and  10.3 
for  1956. 
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Table  2 


Causes  of  Death 

Male  Female  Total 

All  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 144  108  252 


Tuberculosis 

5 

- 5 

Malignant  Neoplasms  — Stomach 

6 

3 9 

— Lung  Bronchus 

5 

— 5 

— Breast  . . 

— 

4 4 

— Uterus 

— 

2 2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

11 

9 20 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

15 

19  34 

Coronary  Disease  — Angina 

33 

26  59 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

10 

4 14 

Other  Heart  Disease 

7 

8 15 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

9 15 

Influenza 

— 

1 1 

Pneumonia  . . 

6 

7 13 

Bronchitis 

14 

1 15 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

2 

1 3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

— 

1 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 1 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 2 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

9 18 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 3 

All  other  Accidents  . . 

9 

— 9 

Suicide 

1 

— 1 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year. 

Table 

3 

1957 

1956 

Cause  of  Death 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

No.  of 

of  Total 

No.  of 

of  Total 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 

System 

137 

54.3 

110 

59.1 

2.  Cancer 

40 

15.8 

32 

17.2 

3.  Violence — 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  3 — 3 

Other  Violent  Causes  10 — 6 

13 

5.2 

9 

4.8 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases 

30 

11.9 

19 

10.2 

5.  Tuberculosis  . . 

5 

2.0 

3 

1.6 

There  was  during  the  year  a rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  previous  year’s  figure  of  186  to  252.  This  rise  was  largely  due 
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to  the  increase  in  deaths  of  males — male  deaths  increased  by  40% 
whereas  the  female  increase  was  only  26%. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  once  again  held 
top  place  amongst  the  causes  of  death,  being  responsible  for  54.3% 
of  all  the  deaths  . 

Cancer  which  was  the  second  main  cause  was  responsible 
for  only  15.8  of  all  deaths. 

Deaths  from  Coronary  artery  disease  more  than  doubled  and 
returned  to  a more  usual  position  than  was  the  case  for  1956  in 
which  year  there  had  been  a drastic  fall  in  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Respiratory  diseases  caused  more  deaths  due  to  the  epidemic 
of  Asian  Flu  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  deaths  also  showed  a slight  rise  as  compared 
with  1956. 

Deaths  from  violence  rose  slightly  although  deaths  from  Road 
Traffic  Accidents  remained  unchanged. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1957  was  6.8 — in  other 
words  there  were  only  two  deaths  of  infants  below  the  age  of  1 yr. 
The  rate  for  1956  was  31.3  when  there  were  9 deaths. 

Table  4 

INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS  1957 

Cause  of  Death  Age 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus  Meningocele  . . 1 week 

Atelectasis  and  Prematurity  . . . . . . 20  hours 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  such  a figure  for  the 
district  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is  not  just  a temporary 
improvement. 

The  trend  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  shown  graphically 
in  Appendix  B. 

Such  a low  figure  must  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  a word 
of  praise  for  persons  responsible — hospital  staffs  ; general  practi- 
tioners ; local  health  authority  medical  staff,  nurses,  midwives, 
and  health  visitors,  all  of  whom  share  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  mother  and  child. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Under  the  heading  pregnancy,  child  birth  and  abortion  there 
have  been  no  deaths  in  the  district  since  1945.  Such  a long  period 
of  freedom  from  deaths  from  these  causes  tends  to  make  us  accept 
the  position  without  comment  as  has  happened  in  this  report  for 
the  past  three  years.  However,  it  is  with  satisfaction  that  we  now 
record  the  continued  absence  of  deaths  from  these  causes  and  give 
due  credit  to  all  responsible. 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

In  June,  1956,  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  transferred 
to  the  New  Institute  of  Pathology,  which  was  built  in  the  grounds 
of  the  General  Hospital  to  house  the  hospital  pathology  laboratory, 
the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
The  Director  is  Dr.  A.  I.  Messer. 

The  Laboratory  is  used  regularly  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  various  specimens — water,  milk,  foodstuffs,  etc., 
and  performs  a very  important  function  in  helping  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  public  health. 


(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas, 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 area. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
statistics  concerning  the  services  in  this  part  of  the  report. 


{a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  is  2 and  the  following 
is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year  : — 
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Domiciliary  Visits 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . . . . . 4,263 

Tuberculosis  . . . . , . . . . . 429 

Mental  Deficiency  . . . . . . . . . . 151 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 195 

General  Health  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Aged  People  . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Summary 

Ineffective  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . 783 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . 5,897 

Number  of  effective  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,114 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  . . . . . . . . . . 212 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  Health 

visitor  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 


Clinics  etc.,  work 

Time  (as  days)  spent 

(a)  At  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  . . 177 

(b)  at  chest  clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(c)  at  school,  head  to  head  inspections  . . . . 8 

(d)  at  school  clinics  . . . . . . . . 10 

(e)  at  school  medical  inspections  . . . . 20 

(f)  at  special  schools  . . . . . . . . 27 


{b)  Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Clinics  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council  : 
telephone  No.  3286. 

Ante-natal 
Child  Welfare 
Birth  Control  \ 

Post  Natal  j 
Artificial  Sunlight 


Tuesday  weekly  and  alternate  Thursday  mornings 
Wednesday  weekly  (now  changed  to  Tuesday  weekly) 

Alternate  Thursday  afternoon 

Monday  afternoons  and  Thursday  mornings  weekly 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Centre  as  follows  : — 

Wednesday  All  day  (at  the  time  of  writing  this  has 

been  changed  to  a Tuesday) 

Friday  Afternoon 

(c)  Domiciliary,  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

This  is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  Working  in  the 
district  there  are  2 district  nurses  and  3 district  midwives. 
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A summary  of  the  work  done  is  given  below  : — 


Midwifery 


Staff 

Total 

Deliv- 

eries 

Doctor 

Not  Booked 

Doctor 

Booked 

Mis- 

carr- 

iages 

Hospital 

DiS' 

charges 

Prema- 

ture 

Babies 

Present 

Not 

Present 

Present 

Not 

Present 

3 

District 

Mid- 

wives 

103 

2 

9 

16 

76 

5 

68 

3 

Home  Nursing 


Staff 

Medical 

Surgical 

Tuberculosis 

Others 

Total  Cases 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

2 

district 

nurses 

184 

4,049 

18 

544 

9 

236 

— 

248 

211 

5,077 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  : — 

Patients  65  yrs.  and  over  125  with  3,443  visits 

Patients  5 yrs.  and  under  2 with  1 9 visits 


id)  Ambulance  Service 

The  following  figures  show  the  work  done  by  the  Chester-le- 
Street  Ambulance  Depot,  during  the  year,  previous  year’s  figures 
given  in  brackets  : — 


No.  of 
calls 

No.  of 
journeys 

Patients  carried 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

6,063 

(7,351) 

6,048 

(5,679) 

3,102 

(3,071) 

15,269 

(16,846) 

18,371 

(19,917) 

115,730 

(118,060) 

The  Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  districts  are  served 
principally  by  the  ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road, 
Chester-le-Street.  This  depot  is  in  charge  of  a head  driver  and  has 
an  establishment  of  15  drivers,  5 ambulances  and  1 light  sitting-case 
ambulance.  All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  reach  the  depot 
via  the  Durham  Control  which  is  manned  by  a team  of  four  clerk- 
telephonists  maintaining  a twenty-four  hour  service. 
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When  necessary,  either  in  the  interests  of  economy  or  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  Chester-le-Street  depot,  vehicles  from  the  neigh- 
bouring depots  are  utilised  in  the  transport  of  patients  in  the  areas. 

(e)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  household 
emergencies. 


Cases  being  assisted  on  1.1.57 

82 

New  cases  during  the  year 

29 

Cases  remaining  on  31.12.57  . . 

75 

Types  of  cases 

Old  aged  pensioners 

98 

Sickness  . . 

6 

Maternity 

6 

Tuberculosis 

1 

(0  Prevention  of  Illness  and  After-care 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  the  Durham 
County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those  needing 
them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends  on  income 
and  type  of  article  borrowed.  All  these  articles  are  stored  in  Durham 
City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place  where  they  are  required. 

(g)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  nearest  clinic  for  Chester-le-Street  schoolchildren  is  in 
Birtley.  The  clinic  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer, 

(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  is  in  the  main  dealt  with  by 
the  Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  The  hospitals  situated  in  Chester- 
le-Street  are  the  General  Hospital  and  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  General  Hospital  in  Chester-le-Street  caters  for  both 
acute  and  chronic  illnesses. 
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(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  executive  council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Service  in  the  District. 

There  are  8 General  Practitioners  residing  in  the  district. 

(5)  Health  Education 

The  sound  film  projector  which  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  is  available  for  use  by  District  Medical  Officers  is 
utilised  in  the  District. 

Leaflets  and  posters  continue  to  be  sent  out  to  the  General 
Practitioners  in  the  district  for  use  in  their  surgery  waiting  rooms. 

The  booklet  called  ‘ Better  Health  ’ which  is  published  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  is  now  supplied  to  General 
Practitioners,  Lady  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Head 
Teachers  in  the  district. 

A Health  day  was  organised  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  on  November  21st.  The  Health  Department  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  co-operated  in  connection  with  the  exhibition. 
There  was  an  extremely  good  attendance  and  the  effort  seemed 
to  have  been  well  worth  while. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1 . Water 

Water  is  supplied  in  the  district  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board. 

During  the  year  25  samples  of  water  from  dwelling  houses  were 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  but  one  reported  as 
being  satisfactory — a re-check  of  this  specimen  was  satisfactory. 

One  sample  was  submitted  to  the  public  analyst  for  examination 


— his  report  is  as  follows  : — 

Chemical  Results 

Parts  per  Million. 

Total  solids  dried  at  180°C. 

90 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

10.7 

Free  ammonia 

trace 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0.02 

14 


Nitrogen  as  nitrates  . . 

0.20 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  80  °F) 

3.2 

Total  hardness 

43 

Permanent  hardness 

13 

Temporary  hardness. . 

30 

Lead  and  Copper 

None 

Iron 

0.2 

Appearance  and  Colour  (Hazen  degrees  30) 

clear  and  pale  yellow 

Smell  and  Taste 

Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

Satisfactory 

pH  value 

6.9 

These  figures  indicate  a satisfactory  drinking  water. 


2.  Closet  Accommodation 

In  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  the  ash  closets  in  the  town  the  Council 
in  December,  1956  raised  the  grant  towards  conversions  from 
£5  to  £10.  This  held  good  throughout  1957  and  had  the  results 
hoped  for. 

At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  136  ash  closets  in  the  town — by 
the  end  of  1957  the  figure  was  67. 


The  changes  in  the  various  Wards  are  indicated  below  : — 


North 

South 

Central 

West 

Pelton 

Fell 

Chester 

Moor 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Dec.  31st.,  1956 

35 

50 

20 

5 

26 

— 

Dec.  31st.,  1957 

24 

9 

10 

2 

22 

— 

Ash  closets  which  cannot 
at  present  be  converted 

24 

2 

6 

3 

13 

— 

It  would  appear  to  be  only  a matter  of  time  before  all  ash 
closets  which  can  be  converted  into  W.C’s  are  dealt  with.  Unfortun- 
ately there  are  a number  of  cases  where  conversions  at  the  present 
time  are  not  possible.  These  figures  are  included  in  the  table  above. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  preliminary  work  with  regard  to  the  extension 
of  the  sewage  works  continued.  A Public  Enquiry  regarding  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  sewage  works  was  held  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  November,  1957.  The  effluent 
from  the  works  continued  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Work  on  the  Broadwood  View  Scheme  for  surface  water  was 
in  progress  during  the  year. 
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4.  Public  Cleansing 

The  service  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 


5.  Clean  Air  Act — Burning  Spoil  Heap 

The  burning  spoil  heap  at  Chester  Moor  continued  to  cause 
offence  by  the  smell  which  is  produced  as  a result  of  the  combustion 
in  the  heap. 

The  Government  Alkali  Inspector  was  called  in  to  investigate 
and  advise.  His  report  to  the  Council  suggested  certain  treatment 
which  the  N.C.B.  carried  out. 

However  it  is  quite  evident  that  any  action  will  only  alleviate 
the  position  and  that  continued  inspections  will  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  efforts  are  continued  to  keep  the  nuisance  in  abeyance. 


6.  Public  Health — Inspection  of  the  area 

Inspections  continued  throughout  the  year — it  was  necessary 
to  serve  statutory  notices  in  6 cases  in  order  to  get  necessary  work 
done. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

Number  of 
.Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts  

526 

31 

2 

22 

Overcrowding 

12 

— 

— 



Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

37 

— 



. 

Defective  

121 

108 

2 

69 

Drainage  

270 

18 

2 

12 

Water  Supply 

24 

3 

— • 

3 

Food  Premises 

187 

1 

— 

1 

Shops  Act  

17 

3 

— 

3 

Dairies 

9 



— . 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (PubUc)  

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

(Private)  

125 

— 

— 

— ' 

Tents,  Vans,  etc 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Offensive  trades 

— 



— . 

— 

Factories  & Workplaces 

14 

3 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals  

2 

— 

— . 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles  

51 

6 

— 

3 

Offensive  Accumulations  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances  

5 



— 



Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949 

44 



— 

Yards  Paved  

— • 

— • 

— • 

— 

Totals  

1,445 

174 

6 

116 

16 


6.  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  and  Damage  by  Pests)  Act,  1949 
Report  for  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1958 


(1) 

Local 

■Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  & (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  local  Authority’s 
District 

111 

5,987 

796 

6,894 

15 

2.  No.  of  Properties  inspected  as  a result 
of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

72 

23 

95 

(b)  Survey  

50 

90 

36 

176 

8 

3.  lotal  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspections 

61 

180 

82 

223 



4.  No.  of  Properties  inspected  (in  Sec.  II 
wdiich  were  found  to  be  infested  by  : — • 
(a)  Rats  /Major  

4 

4 

/Minor  

7 

28 

3 

38 



(b)  Mice  /Major  

— 



— 

— 

— 

/Minor 

3 

64 

23 

90 

— 

5.  No.  of  infested  properties  (in  Sec.  4) 
treated  bv  Local  .\uthority  

14 

92 

26 

132 

— 

(i.  Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  

22 

95 

28 

135 

— 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — -INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

- — • 

— 





2.  Factories  not  included  in  1,  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  bv  L.A 

52 

25 

1 

— 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A.  (excluding  out-workers 
premises)  

1 







Total  

53 

25 

1 

— 

2.— CASES  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

3 

— 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

2 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


Building  of  Council  Houses  continued  at  much  the  same  rate 
there  being  116  houses  completed  during  the  year. 

Houses  Built  since  1947 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Total 

Temp.  Houses  . . 

50 

30 

80 

New  Permanent 
Council  Houses 

57 

62 

73 

95 

70 

91 

140 

111 

109 

i08 

116 

1032 

B.I.S.F 

Non-traditional 

30 

34 

— 

64 

Relets 

26 

56 

44 

68 

45 

63 

59 

81 

72 

48 

— 

562 

Private  . . 

8 

20 

6 

19 

9 

4 

8 

9 

11 

36 

14 

144 

One  of  the  difficulties  during  the  year  was  in  connection  with 
overcrowded  families.  These  problems  arise  from  time  to  time  and 
the  conditions  of  the  families  concerned  are  such  that  they  cannot 
be  rehoused  under  the  Council’s  letting  policy.  One  feels  that  in 
some  cases  the  families  concerned  do  little  to  help  themselves  and 
sit  back  waiting  for  the  “ Council  to  do  something  about  it.” 
However  where  necessary  the  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Council. 

During  the  year  9 cases  were  rehoused  as  Medical  Priority 
cases.  In  many  of  these  cases  tuberculosis  was  the  disease  for  which 
the  priority  was  given.  The  long  waiting  period  for  Council  Houses 
naturally  results  in  more  requests  for  Medical  Priority  with  the 
consequent  increased  difficulty  in  deciding  which  cases  are  to  be 
helped. 

Slum  Clearance 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  L ocal 
Government  finally  confirmed  the  Clearance  Orders  on  Jubilee 
Terrace,  Foundry  Lane  and  Rowes  Buildings.  There  had  been  a 
long  delay  in  connection  with  the  areas.  Following  the  Public 
Inquiry  which  had  been  held  m July,  1956  the  Minister  had 
requested  a change  from  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  to  Clearance 
Order.  Difficulties  had  arisen  in  connection  with  the  change  and 
had  resulted  in  the  delay. 
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During  the  year  inspections  of  several  areas  proposed  to  be 
dealt  with  as  Clearance  Areas  were  carried  out  and  reports  submitted 
(o  the  Council. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  continued  inspections  of  individual 
houses  proposed  for  Slum  Clearance  and  during  the  year  10  individ- 
ual houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  under 
Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

There  were  15  new  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
under  the  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1957 — in  all  cases  the  Council 
issued  the  requested  certificates. 

Improvement  Grants 

No  grants  were  made  during  the  year. 

Housing  Repairs 

Housing  Repairs  in  spite  of  the  increasing  proportion  of  newer 
houses,  still  take  up  a considerable  part  of  the  Inspector’s  time 
and  as  can  be  seen  from  the  table  of  inspections  it  was  necessary  in 
a few  cases  to  serve  statutory  notices  in  order  to  get  the  necessary 
work  done. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Efforts  continued  during  the  year  in  order  to  ensure  as  far  as 
possible  that  the  food  supplied  to  the  Public  was  safe  to  eat  and  that 
the  premises  where  foodstuffs  were  handled  were  of  a satisfactory 
standard. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  made  313  inspections  of  various 
food  premises  during  the  year 

He  also  continued  to  submit  samples  of  foodstuffs  foi  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  results  of  the  investigations  are  given 
below. 

Whilst  the  Public  Health  Inspector  does  what  he  can  to  improve 
standards  the  public  themselves  can  do  a great  deal  by  refusing  to 
accept  unsatisfactory  hygiene  conditions  in  food  premises. 
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The  largest  slaughter-house  in  the  district  ceased  to  be  used  for 
slaughtering  purposes  during  the  year  with  a consequent  fall  in  the 
figures  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Slaughterhouse  licences 

Slaughterhouse  licences  issued  during  year  — 3 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Inspection  of  Meat 

There  were  1,647  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Meat  : 

Total  weight  condemned  : 3 ton.,  13cwt.,  4sts.,  81b. 

Other  Foods  : 

Total  weight  condemned  : 1 ton.,  681bs. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Cattle 

ex- 

clud- 

ing 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Inspected  . . 

310 

5 

931 

401 

1,647 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

70 

Nil 

1 

1 

72 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  . . 

22.5 

Nil 

.107 

.24 

4.36 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.96 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.18 

Registration  and  Licences 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
On  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1957 
Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  — 2. 
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(b)  Milk  {Special  Designation)  {Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  — 8. 


(c)  Milk  {Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 
lations, 1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1957  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  Sterilised  . . 34 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  Pasteurised  . . 7 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  T.T.  . . . . 5 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Special  Designation  Pasteurised  1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Special  Designation  T.T.  . . 1 


(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Premises  registered  under  Act  : — 

Ice-cream  Sale  and  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Premises  manufacturing  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  and 

Preserved  Foods  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 


Number  of  Other  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  : — 


Restaurants  and  Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 


Shops 


Butchers 

General  Dealers/Grocers 
Greengrocers 
Confectionery  . . 

Wet  Fish 
Fried  Fish 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Bars,  including  Workmens 
Clubs)  


13 

52 

11 

19 

4 

11 

28 


Samples 

Milk 

22  samples  of  milk  were  submitied  to  the  laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 


7 Pasteurised 

Conformed  to  Standard 

6 T.T.  Pasteurised 

do. 

3 Tuberculin  Tested 

do. 

6 Sterilised 

do. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

There  was  a total  of  312  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year.  The  increase  as  compared  with  1956  being  228 
cases.  The  measles  epidemic  during  the  year  was  responsible  for 
the  great  difference  in  the  figures. 

Scarlet  Fever 

All  of  the  14  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  treatment.  They  were  of  a comparatively  mild  type. 
In  1956  there  were  7 cases. 

Diphtheria 

1949  was  the  last  year  when  any  case  of  diphtheiia  was  notified 
in  the  district.  The  disease  is  becoming  such  a rarity  that  mothers 
are  liable  to  forget  how  serious  it  can  be  as  a cause  of  death  in 
children.  This  fact  together  with  the  present  emphasis  on  immunisa- 
tion against  poliomyelitis  has  led  to  a decline  in  the  numbers  of 
children  being  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

The  number  immunised  against  diphtheria  during  the  year  is 
given  below  together  with  figures  for  the  previous  two  years. 

1955  1956  1957 

Primary  immunisation  0 — 15  years  ..  134  186  144 

Booster  doses  ..  ..  ..  133  130  56 


Number  of  children  (0 — 15)  years  who  have  received  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31.12.57 


Age  at 

Under 

31.12.57 

1 yr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Bom  in  year 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

Total 

Number 

Immunised 

91 

75 

121 

153 

161 

181 

205 

173 

201 

220 

270 

208 

198 

266 

182 

2,705 

Poliomyelitis 

Once  again  no  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  was  for 
the  third  successive  year. 


Immunisation  against  the  disease  continued  during  the  year, 
the  number  protected  being  restricted  by  the  limited  amount  of 
vaccine  available. 

Number  injected  during  the  year  with  two  injections  . . 633 
Number  injected  during  the  year  with  one  injection  . . 72 
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Paratyphoid  B 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  B in  a child  aged  5 years  was  notified 
in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  an  effort  to  find  the  source 
of  infection  but  all  reports  were  negative  and  the  origin  of  the 
disease  remains  a mystery. 


Whooping  Cough 

Only  9 cases  were  notified  during  1957 — 38  cases  had  been 
reported  in  1956. 

Whilst  no  general  scheme  for  immunisation  against  this  disease 
was  in  being  during  the  year  many  general  practitioners  were  using 
the  combined  diphtheria  : whooping  cough  prophylactic. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (early  1958)  the  County  Council  have  now 
approved  a scheme  and  the  combined  prophylactic  as  well  as  the 
whooping  cough  vaccine  itself  are  now  supplied  to  general  practi- 
tioners and  to  clinics  by  the  County  Council. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  10  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  1957  which  was  a considerable  reduction  on  the  figure  for 
1956 — 14.  There  were  however  5 deaths  the  figures  for  1955  and 
1956  being  1 and  3 respectively. 

Two  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 


The  figures  for  the  years  since  1950  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary  'j 

Tuberculosis 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1950 

15 

8 

4 

2 

1951 

15 

8 

5 

1 

1952 

12 

4 

3 

— 

1953 

20 

7 

1 

1 

1954 

15 

2 

4 

— 

1955 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1956 

]4 

3 

2 

— 

1957 

10 

5 

2 

23 


Table  showing  sex  distribution  of  new'  cases  and  deaths  during  1957  : — 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Dec 

iths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respii 

mtory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1—4  years 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  . . 

1 5 — 24  years 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—44  years 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65 — 74  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

75  yrs.  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

1 

1 

5 

— 

- — 

— 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  continued  fall  in  notifications  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  district.  The  figure  of  10  new  cases 
for  the  year  is  the  smallest  figure  recorded  in  the  statistics  which 
are  available  since  the  beginning  of  the  century. 

There  was  an  unfortunate  rise  in  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
all  of  which  cases  were  males. 


The  B.C.G.  scheme  for  vaccination  of  school  leavers  was 
continued  during  the  year. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 


School 

Number  of 
Consents 

Number 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Grammar 

73 

64 

44 

Modern 

126 

99 

73 

R.C.  . . 

6 

4 

4 

Total 

205 

167 

121 

The  % of  Tuberculin  positive  children  was  27.5. 


The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  paid  one  visit  to 
Chester-le-Street  during  the  year. 
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The  figures  for  the  survey  are  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

No.  X-Rayed: 

(a)  Miniature  Films 

881 

1048 

1929 

(b)  Large  Films  (no  miniature) 

— 

2 

2 

No.  recalled  for  large  films  . . 

29 

7 

36 

Abnormalities  revealed: 

Non-tuberculous  conditions — 

Pneumoconiosis 

18 

— 

18 

Abnormal  Heart  and  Vessels 

3 

— 

3 

Other  conditions 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

3 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 
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Paratyphoid  Fever 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Salmonella  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis  (Pul.) 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pul.)  . . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS  SINCE  1943 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE  CHESTER-LE-STREET  U.D. 

RATE  PER  1000  POPULATION  ENGLAND  AND  WALES’- 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  CHESTER-LE-STREET  U.D.i 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 
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